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JON DECEMBER 10D, 1941, TWO OF 
SRITAIN'S FINEST BATTLESHIPS 
THE “PRINCE OF WALES” 
THE “REPULSE™ WENT DOWN OFF 
THE COAST OF MALAYA UNDER THE 
id SUDDEN AND UNEXPECTED ONSLAUGHT 
OF JAPANESE BOMBERS. FOR THOSE 
WHO HAD THE VISION TO UNDERSTAND, 
BIT WAS THE OEATH KNELL OF THE 
BATTLESHIP AS THE BACKBONE OF 
NAVY 


AAT THE SAME TIME (T MARKED THE RISE 
OF A NEW FORM OF CAPITAL SHI 
THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
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CapTains ORDERS 





Chapler Z 





SINGAPORE FELL AND” 
THE EASTERN WORLD LAY 
OPEN FOR CONQUEST . 
JAN RAF. CATALINA ON 
RECONNAISSANCE FROM 
Aikmumzi ATOLL SIGHTED 
A WARSHIPS MATERIALISING 








SUDDENLY, A JAPANESE | 

TASK. FORCE, INCLUDING 

A BATTLESHIP AND Tie JAP MWY = 
CRUISERS, LAY LIGHT IWDER USS 
REVEALED’ BENEATH Ger THe HECK OUT 
THEM — STEAMING ‘ OF HERE, SKIPPER / 
WEST. E Quick 


QE 
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‘SALVO OF ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE RINGED THE [i 














a CAN YOU. 
HEAR ME ON THE 


- a. 
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oon = 
a x ee 
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THEREIN THE 











"THE CATALINA'S PILOT AND NAVIGATOR: 
CAPTAIN OF /MSUPERABLE BY) 


WENT ABOARD AND WERE IMMEDIATELY TAKEN TO THE 
YOUNG COMMANDER-FLYING, MICHAEL WILLOWBY 








IN THIS BOX OF FLYING TRICKS. 
WOULD TO HARRY IT WAS A 
PROPER SHIP O? THE LINE — 





MICHAEL WiLLOWeY 
TRIED TO BE 


1F YOU HAVE 
TO ATTEND A 
CONFERENCE, SiR, 
PLL GET A PLANE 
READY TO FLY 
YOU OVER. 


SEE HERE, 
YOUNG WILLOWBY / 
A CAPTAIN IS STILL NOT 


ed 


a) 


44 


<4 








‘SEVERAL HOURS LATER, 
THE C-IN-C, ADMIRAL SiR 
GODFREY SAMSON, 
RECEIVED A SIGNAL’ FROM 
TRINCOMALEE THAT CAUSED) 
HIM GRAVE CONCERN . 





LIGHTING WING BEHIND. 


WADS LET'S HOPE. 
Gor THE VERY BEST 
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f Chapter 2. First Bioob 


ThE RENT ARPONTED, CATA a = 
HARD Vee 

































































Strike Squadron 


7 

CAPTAIN GLANVILLE CAME FROM A TONG LINE OF, ] 

ADMIRALS, HIS TRADITIONS ROOTED IN THE SEA ~ NOW | 
HE FOUND’ IT IRKSOME STEAMING STEADILY INTO WIND 

FOR FLYING OFF. IT WAS ALMOST AS IF HE WERE | 

| 








TBONT UKE THE FIG. 
©! THIS SHIP AND TLL ASK 
You FLYING PERSONNEL TO 
REMEMBER. THAT IT 45-8, 
SHIP BEFORE IT ts. A, 

CONFOUNDED FLOATING 
AERODROME . AND THAT YOU 
BRANCH MEN’ ARE SAILORS 
BEFORE YOU'RE AIRMEN « 


i 


Th WAS ON THAT DAY THAT THE 
DREW FIRST 


HAVING TO TAKE ORDERS FROM HIS YOUTHFUL 
COMMANDER-FLYING OUTSIDE. 
[AT LEAST IT'S QU/E7ER INSIDE 
w2s NUMBER ONE'Y MY GREATEST 
REGRET IS THAT THE NAVY WAS 
NOT.GOOD ENOUGH FOR MY SON 
Dick. HE CHOSE To TeaNsren | y 
TO THe AIR BRANCH, AND THE 
CORD HARRY ONLY KNOWS WHAT /_“, 
"ATEOOL HE'S MAKING. OF 

HINSELE SOMEWHERE 

Now f 

















TANT. 
SEAFIRE FLIGHTS WENT INTO 
THE ATTACK . 
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SHOOTING , 
CHAPS J 








ELATED WITH THEIR FIRST SUCCESS, 
THE PILOTS DIO VICTORY ROLLS AS 
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[BUT THE CAPTAIN WAS FAR FROM 





"WHAT IN BLUE PETER 
MS ALL THIS! THEY'RE 


HUMPHS I SUPPOSE 
WE'LL LEARN TD UNDERSTAND 
EACH OTHERS WAYS 
NEVERTHELESS, SEE THAT THOSE 


THREE PLOTS HAVE EXTRA 
YK SQUADRON DUTIES, WINGS / 








THAT WAS THE FIRST OF MANY REGRETTABLE 
MISUNOERSTANOINGS AS THEY SAILED INTO 
TROPICAL WATERS. FINALLY ONE DAY THE. 
CAPTAIN REFUSED TO TURN FULLY INTO WIND 
FOR A FLY-OFF. THE SWORDFISH SOMEHOW 
GOT AWAY WITH ONLY ONE ACCIDENT. + 





IS INTHE SEA, 
SIRS 





UP_THE CREW, NUMBER 
ONES TT'S A RISK NAVAL 
FLYERS MUST TAKE. WE'RE: 
AT WAR AND IT WOULD BE 
SUICIDE NOT TO 216-286 IN 
SUBMARINE WATERS f 
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BLOCKING THE OTHERS, HE Bors >— IF 1's A 
‘SPRANG OUT ON TO THE’ HOICE BETWEEN THE 
‘SHARKS OR THE CAPTAIN 
THERE'S MORE FUTURE 
IN THE LATTER / 


Tim Nor so_\: 
‘SURE. OF THAT, 
BERTIE. 















[WaLLOWBY, DEEPLY TROUBLED, DASHED OVER 
‘TO INVESTIGATE - IVE BREAT 
|'NO FLYING” SIGNAL . A FEW SECONDS LATER, 

JA STENTORIAN VOICE CAME OVER THE 


ZA. HE IS~IS HED 
F's ALL VERY WELL 
FOR THOSE STRINGBAGS. 
THEY'RE SLOW AND AS 
STABLE_AS OLD HARRY. | 
BUT FEEL THE WIND, 





BA MICHAEL... EVERY SPIT 
Bm WOULD GO STRAIGHT 
INTO THE WATER J 
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FS WER WOULD FAVE TF BERTIE 
BREWSTER THE OFFENDING PILOT, | HE WAS 
Was ONE OF She’ FEW REVARING | JUSTIIED, 
R.A.F. MEN STILL FLYING WITH SIRE 
te Fibers + = 


NOW, FLIGHT LIEUTENANT BREWSTER! THERE, 
1S ONG THING T WILL 407 HAVE ON MY SHIP, 
AND THAT IS MU77VV.7 1 SHALL RETURN 
YOU TO THE AIR FORCE AT TRINCOMALEE. 
WITH MY REPORT. WHAT THEY DO WITH YOU, 
WILL BE NO CONCERN OF MINE. 





‘SO, EVENTUALLY, 1.11.8, INSUPERABLE 
CAME TO SINHALESE WATERS. FLIGHT 
LEUTENANT BREWSTER. WAS WHISKED 
ASHORE, NEVER TO RETURN . WHILE 
THE CARRIER WAS REFITTED, HER 
PLANES ASSISTED WITH THE ISLAND'S 
SUBMARINE PATROLS . 
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OTHER BALLY SHIP WED SAIL 
iD THAT'O sea 
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MICHAEL WiLLOWaY'S [I AM AFRAID I TOTALLY VERY WELL, WINGS APPRECIATE 
YOUR POSITION. BUT ITIS My 
TO SAIL WITHOUT FIGHTERS, RESPONSIBILITY. I AM CAPTAI 
SIR. WITH YOUR PERMISSION, OF THIS SHIP, cs 











THE REPLACEMENT FOR THE SWORDFISH 


OTHER THING, SIR, Rirgetied BILGT™ INQURED LANOING EARLIER IN THE 


HERE 15 THE HERE,LET ME SRA 
NAME OF ...OF. SEE. ? 


7 SUB-LIEUTENANT (A) RICHARD 


FOR CAPTAIN GLANVILLE IT WAS A LAST 
BITTER TRICK OF FORTUNE . 
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D D ING THEM 
AFT, WHICH COMMANDER - FLYING HAD TO 
SUPERVISE » 


we 
—— 


MENT 
‘OF THE DAYS 
GOOD LUCK, DICK 





Strike Squadron 








LAST AIRCRAET TO TAKE OFF WAS, 
306 LIEUTENANT GLANVILLE'S +2 


LAT OE FLYING, 
WDERSTAND, SIR S| 
SIGWALLINS 


Zz 
PHEY RE STikb 
70 TAKE OFF. 








DICK HURRIEDLY CLIMBED OUT AND 
OVER TO THE SPEAKING TUBE ON me 
TtauDe 
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TANNOY 
LOUDSPEAKERS 
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NG THE 
OFISH 
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CAPTAIN GLANVILLE SAID NOTHING. . | HIS PORT AILERON'S. 
BUT WILLOWEY NOTICED THAT HE JAMMED, SIR ~ IT. CAN 
FOLLOWED, THROUGH HIS GLASSES, THE] BE PRETTY TRICKY 
WAVERING FLIGHT OF THE SINGLE | WITH A TORPEDO. 
SWORDFISH AWAY LOW OVER THE ‘ABOARD. 
WATER « « « UNTIL IT FINALLY BEGAN 

TO GAIN HEIGHT INTHE FAR 

DISTANCE , THE SENSITIVE WILLOWBY 

BROKE THE SILENCE .. - 








AND CAPTAIN GLANVILLE, R.N- 
SPOKE NO MORE ON THE MATTER 





Pius Screen FUEL Rance. WHEN 
Mi L wi TTS NO GOOD, CHAPS, 

THEY SIGHTED THE JAPANESE SHIPS... G5 ! 

AND TO THEIR SURPRISE, THE SHIPS: = tHE To eURe 

WERE STEAMING AWAY EAST, LEAVING 

R'SMOKE SCREEN PAR BEHIND THEM 


APPEARANCI 
OFF THE BLIGHTERS / 











Loox ours 
WE'RE NEARLY IN 
“THE DRINK 


SWIRLING SMOKE CLOUD BEFORE 
HE COULD REGAIN CONTROL. 


A SPUT SECOND LATER, THE HEAVY PLANE HIS LUNGS FELT AS IF THEY WERE BURSTING, 
= THEN SUODENLY, THE HARNESS LOOSEN! 


WAS PLUNGING UNDER WATER . DESPERATELY 
DICK THUMPED AGAIN AND AGAIN AT THE 
RELEASE BUTTON OF HIS HARNESS 


F im THERE HE 
AVE BE OwICK, 
i | “GRAB HiMy 











Vrir's Horevess ¢ 


GONE UNDER. OUR 
FUEUS DANGEROUSLY 
LOW... WE'LL. 


'WITH HEAVY HEARTS, THEY SET 
COURSE AGAIN FOR THE SHIP. 








‘BUT THEIR HEARTS WOULD 

AVE BEEN HEAVIER STILL— 
HAD THEY REAUSED THAT 

OVER THE HORIZON To THE 
NORTH-EAST, A JAPANESE 
ADMIRAL IN’HIS FLAGSHIP 
WAS FEELING ELATED... 


y 


(GOOD! CLEVER TO HAVE 
TET FORMER FLYING-BOAT ESCAPE 
« BRITISH CARRIER NOW 
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‘SHORT OF TWO HOURS LATER, JAPANESE BOMBERS 
THROSEING SILENCE ON THE DeseeTeD| | MADE ME FIRST 
PARLE WAS SUDOENLY SHATTERED.| | STRIKE + +s 

















MICHAEL WILLOWBY WAS 
RACING ACROSS THE FLIGHT 
RO THE 
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i Gree oS 


CALLING DAMAGE CONTROL. 
PARTIES # FIRE IN THE HANGAR 
AFT? WILL SOMEONE FIND 
COMMANDER FLYING «+ « 
REPEAT. 





e 
‘OH 

STARS / POOR, 

BLIGHTERS / 
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‘SOON, THE WORST OF THE FIRE WAS UNDER 
CONTROL BUT OMINOUS THUDS WERE STILL 
RINGING THROUGH THE SHIP. SUDDENLY, THE 
TELEPHONE RANG «+ « 
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THICTAEL REACHED THE COMPAS 


ORM» se1O FIND THe CAPTAIN, 
APPARENTLY” QUITE IMPERTURBED « 











BETWE 
Brae weinsnean AND, D NUMBER One ¢ 
SIGNAL THE DESTROY: ‘SMOKE 


NOUS. 
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"THE BULKHEADS GROANED AS THE OWE 
CARRIER HEAVED HER THIRTY, 








"CUT TO HALF AHEAD, STARBOARD 
ENGINES / FULL AHEAD PORT £ 


"MORE ON THE 
‘STARBOARD INES f FULL, f 
BOW, SIRF AND HARD A-STARBOARD ? 
NOW, RIGHT BETWEEN 'EM 
‘AGAIN F 
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THE DESTROVERS' SMOKE SCREEN 
SAVED THEM . THE BOMBERS GOT 
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BELOW, INSPECTING THE 
RAVAGES OF THE ATTACK . 
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CAPTAIN GLANVILLE “AND 
WiLLowsy WATCHED 

ISM FLY DOWN THE SHIP 
LOOKING FOR THEIR SIGNAL . 


WOW! THEYIRE IN 
‘A ROTTEN MESS! WE'VE 
MISSED A PACKET! 














HANDLING aut FSH, 
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RETURNING PILOTS IN [BP S 
REA 
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Evasive AcTION 





Chapler &. 


NEWS OF THE NEAR DISASTER TO 
THE JMSUPERABLE SPREAD LIKE 
WILDFIRE THROUGH CEYLON. THE 
CIN-C, SIR RODNEY SAMSON TOOK 
THE GRAVEST VIEW, REALISING 
HOW NEAR THE JAPANESE FLEET 
NOW WAS TO INVADING CEYLON 
AND INDIA UNOPPOSED . 
"WELL, SHE'S RETURNED 
INA PRETTY SORRY STATE, 
SIR... THEY'VE GOT HER 
IN'DRY DOCK IN 
TRINCOMALEE 








TE HEARD THAT HER 
COMMANDER-FLYING WAS. ALL 
AGAINST THE CAPTAIN'S DECISION, 
‘SIR — AND WROTE A REPORT 
BEFORE THE ACTION, WHICH 
HE INTENDS TO. 
‘SUBMIT « 


‘SEE THAT HE'S 
CALLED AS CHIEF 
WITNESS . CAPTAIN 
GLANVILLE HAS BEEN A 
FOOL ~ AND IF THE COURT 

SO DECIDES, HE MUST 

LOSE HIS COMMAND. 
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THE /VSUPERABLE WAS BEING REPAIRED VEST KNOW, THANK 


WITH ALL HASTE AND THE EXPERTS SAID 
‘SHE’ COULD BE SEAWORTHY AGAIN IN A 
FORTNIGHT. MICHAEL WILLOWBY. 
TENTATIVELY APPROACHED THE CAPTAIN 
BS HE WATCHED THE WORK GOING ON . 


1'M TO ATTEND 





‘YoU. You MUST STATE THE 
FACTS PERFECTLY 














‘DECISION WILL TURN, 
AGAINST ME= QUITE 





THE COMPLETION OF THE CARRIER'S REPAIRS. 
PASSED ALMOST WITHOUT NOTICE, OVERCAST AS 
IT WAS 8Y THE PERSONAL DRAMA THAT WAS. 
IMPENDING . THE DAY FINALLY CAME . . 





YUSTIFIABLY. « .THEN IT 


‘CAPTAIN GLANVILLE HAD 

BEEN OBSTINATE , BUT HE! 

DID NOT LACK COURAGE 

OR DIGNITY~ IN THE FACE OF EITHER 
THE ENEMY OR HIS SUPERIORS — 
AND MICHAEL WAS BEGINNING TO 
REALISE IT. 














NAVAL HQ. TT 1S A STRANGE 
COLOMBO, RIVER / Y FEELING TO THINK L MAY 
6000 Luck, SiR NEVER BOARO MY SHIP. 
AGAIN BY CAPTAIN'S 
PINNACE / 
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THE SHIP'S SQUADRONS WERE ASHORE ON TRINCOMALEE'S 
AIRSTRIP... . FROM THERE, MICHAEL WILLOWBY WAS 
‘GOING TO ALY HIMSELF OVER TO THE COURT IN ONE OF 

IE SWORDFISH. THE AIR CREWS SAW HIM OFF 
WITH THEIR ENCOURAGEMENTS . 
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THEIR LORDSHI 
‘@_VERY GRAVE 


You WILL HAVE MY UTMOST 
CO-OPERATION, GENTLEMEN, 
TWILL HOLD NOTHING 





‘YOU CONSIDER THAT HIS 
‘TO DISASTER 
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"WARTEVER T SAID AT THE TIME —1 WAS WRONG 7 MAY 





YES, YES, COMMANDER q 
Fas. 1S NOT Quire THe POI’ 
CONSIDER CAPTAIN GLANNILLE'S 
DECISION IN THE FIRST PLACE. 






































T_CONSIDER INTHE EVENT HE WAS 
‘QUSTIFIEDS TIME WAS ALL IMPORTANT.» 
1S IT NOT SO, SIR, THAT BY HIS PROMPTNESS: 
HE CAUSED & JAPANESE CRUISER SQUADRON 
TO TURN TAIL? MOREOVER, I UNDERSTAND 
THAT OUR OWN FIGHTERS BEAT OFF AN 
ENEMY AIR ATTACK ON 
> NAVAL H.@. HERE. 
——__— 


CAPTAIN GLANVILLE WAS CLEARED — 
LARGELY DUE TO THE EVIDENCE OF HIS 
COMMANDER-FLYING . AFTERWARDS . 
GRATEFUL YET PERPLEXED, THE CAPTAIN 
TOOK MICHAEL ASIDE, 









GID YOU HONESTLY, 
BELIEVE ALL THAT, 
MICHAEL ? IF NOT, 
‘WHY 01D You 
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WOW EASILY AN AERIAL TORPEDO] [SUDDENLY THERE CAME AN INTERRUPTION. A NAVAL 


DISPATCH RIDER HAD JUST DELIVERED A SIGNI 
SOME DAY'ON A STRIKE 
», mf, 
















THE ADMIRAL OUTSIDE THE NAVAL H.Q. CLOSE BY. 
| WHAT UNEXPECTED NEWS 7 





INTERFERE WITH 
gE THERE FOR THIRTY-SIX 
HOURS « 
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‘A SURPRI 
ATTACK=LOW IN 
OFF THE SEAS YE: 
T THINK SO, SIR? 








Bur THERE 1S JUST ONE THING..- 
‘GLANVILLE f970U AVE MASE 
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(MY COMMANDER-FLYING AND . 

< 4 YES, SIRF 
T'SEEM TO HAVE COME TO ea NES SEE wa 














B oi 
SEEM VERY IMPORTANT. «. is WAS. SOMETHING 
ELSE HE WAS TO LEARN IN TIME. 




















WZ 








RA OF ROOM / 
ISO THE Ce IMONITION, 
SEEN FeGnr BAT NOE TNE WAY He PD 
[EXPECTED . HE NEVER AGAIN RETURNED 
{TO FIs SHP THE OLD WAY 
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WELL OUT AT SEA, WITH ALL THE SQUADRONS GENTLEMEN, THIS 1S OUR FIRST 
ASOARD, THE CAPTAIN AND HiS COMMANDER = RATIONAL. STRIKE . 1 

FLYING HELD A GENERAL BRIEFING IN THE Al 

WARDROOM «) < 

















THE CAPTAIN 





T'S THE LasT 
RAAF. OUTPOST — A 
REFUELING STATION . NOT 
MUCH OF A PLACE 2 A, ROUGH 
AIRSTRIP KEPT, T GATHER, BY 
AN OFFICER AND A FEW 
AIRMEN .. .GUT I'VE ARRANGE! 


THAT AFTER REFUELLING, YOU'LL 


BE PICKED UP LATER BY AN 








Ty sue as 
Hou'Re RISKING 
THE SHIP-ANO 
UR REPUTATION 
AGAIN) SIR — THIS, 
Time FOR THE SAKE 
OFTHE SQUADRONS * 
SO LBOARD NN /A“@\ NOW, THAT'S AN ORDER, 
SO OFF WITH YOU 
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FINAL BRIEFINGS TOOK PLACE ANDO THE AIRCRAFT REMEMBER, WE WILL NOT CONTACT QJ 
WERE RANGED AFT. THEN IT WAS DAWN AND > YOU_AGAIN. 
TIME £08 TAKE-OFF THE CA NAL, 





PTAIN GAVE HIS. Fl 
RDS OVER THE LOUDSPEAKER AS THE FIRST 1 SMe PoRY? coanbve ant 
SWORDFISH CARRYING MICHAEL WILLOWBY ROLLE STOGOOD LUCK F 


NAY 
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r 
| Chapteraz Vitat Evipewce 


WHREL TOOK THE SLOW RININS 
SWORDFISH IN’ FROM DUE WEST, 


HUsGING THE BARC EARLY™ 
MORNING SEA . ‘ 
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AS THE JAPANESE SAILORS SCRAMBLED TO 
THEIR GUNS, ALC EYES WERE 


fe ON TRE SET ORAW THEIR 
MARAUDING SEAFIRES ... AND THAT WAS ween ge 
EXACTLY WHAT MICHAEL’ HAD PLANNED « 











FIRE THIS WAYS, 








MONAEL'S VOICE 
SiMe Geaodlince 
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[GALMLY CIRCLING ABOVE THE THUNDERING MELEE, 
Mt LOWBY DIRECTED OPERATIONS: 





ILE, BACK ON Te 7a 


MEANWHI SUPERABLE, 

‘A LOOK-OUt HAD SIGHTED A RUBBER 

DINGHY WITH THREE FIGURES IN IT, 
‘OCCUPANTS WERE PICKED UP. 
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BY SHINTOS 
WE'LL BE 

HITTING THE 

BATTLESHIPS 
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THE GREAT MASS OF THE 
BATTLESHIP WAS LOOMING. 
1 SWORDFISH — 
AND STILL MICHAEL HELD 
OFF THE RELEASE BUTTON..| 











THERE WAS A TREMENDOUS EXPLOSION AS THE 
TORPEDO DETONATED ON THE BATTLESHIP'S 
WATERLINE, SIMULTANEOUSLY IGNITING TORS. 
‘OF FLOATING OIL FROM THE BURNING TANKER, 





TH 
ARMUNITION AND FUEL: 


wo 


THE TORPEDO HAD STRUCK CLOSE 
TOTHE SHIP'S RUDDERS AND SHE 
VEEREO OUT OF CONTROL TO PORT 
AND SMASHED INTO THE HULL OF 
THE CRUISER . THE TWO HAPLESS 
WARSHIPS WERE LOCKED IN AN 
EMBRACE OF DEATH AS'SHELLS 
AND METAL TORE THEIR. WAY. 
ABOUT THE FIRE-RAVAGED DECKS. 
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[7 THATLL KEEP THE JAP 
FLEET QUIET FOR AWHILE 
FIGHTER SQUADRONS YOU 
KNOW WHAT TO D0 NOW! 
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COMPASS. 
PLATFORM OF THE 
WNSUPERABLE,, 
MICHAEL'S Voice 
SUDDENLY CAME. 
THROUGH LOUD 
AND CLEAR . 


MICHAEL CALLING CONTROL? 
VICTORY iS NOT A NAME 
FOR 


‘CAPTAIN GLANYILLE 
ANCESTORS « Hi 
BUT NOT INA 





tN 
ne 


| 
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Chapters, SUICIDE ATTACKS 


TAIE AN HOUR CATER “THE SQUADRONS Sy pa Ny 
WERE COMING IN bo 
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MICHAEL WILLOWBY STRIPPED OFF HIS 
HELWET AND GOGGLES REVEALING HIS 


~ AND THEIR BEARDED HOST 
SUDDENLY STARED AT HIM IN AMAZEMENT. GREWSTER S 
F- y ERS 








HAPPY REUNI 7 “RINNICY ENOUGH, YOU KNOW, | ONCE OED 
Buty, OF COURSE TOLD SPANESE a's OnE 
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THE JAPANESE ADMIRAL IN NIAS YOU ALONE WILL HAVE THE 
HAD CALLED FOR VOLUNTEER fem HONOUR TO REVENGE OUR DISGRACE . 
INAVAL PILOTS TO SEEK OUT SEARCH TILL YOU FIND THE ENEMY 
|ANO DESTROY THE ENGLISH SHIP. ‘SHIP. YOU WILL NOT NEED 
PETROL FOR RETURNING - 














WE WILL BE 
WERE LOADED UP with [9M KAMIKAZE » 4 
A HEAVY BOMB EACH... —f) SIR. WE WiLL NOT RETURN. 
ANO FIVE DEDICATED. MAY WE TAKE HUMBLE. 
PILOTS TOOK THEIR LEAVE NOW?) THE 
CEREMONIAL FAREWELL ENGLISH CARRIER 
zg J . ‘AWAITS US « 
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BERTIE HEARD THE SIGNAL FOR SUICIDE. 
VOLUNTEERS — IT WAS A GRIM PROSPECT FOR 
THEIR OLD SHIP. MICHAEL TOOK THE SENIOR 
SWORDFISH OBSERVER ASIDE. « 







"ASSUMING AN OBVIOUS, 
GENERAL DIRECTION OF RETREAT— 
IT'S A FAIR CALCULATION SHE'S. 
WITHIN THAT CIRCLE . SOMEWHAT 













HOW FAR AWAY, 
WILL THE SUPER" 
BE NOW, DO You. 
THINK? 


DIFFICULT. TO, SAY, 
WINGS . "SHE'LL BE 
ALTERING COURSE ALL| 
‘OVER THE PLACE , 
No pousr. LeT's 
HAVE A LOOK AT, 
OUR CHARTS f 










UNDER MAXIMUM RANGE 






FTE ALSO WITHIN 
MAXIMUM SEAFIRE 
RANGE THEN f 


















MICHAEL RETURNED TO THE 
OTHERS, A LOOK OF GRIM 
DETERMINATION ON HIS 
FACE. 








‘ABOUT, THE SHIP... WHATEVER HE DIO BEFORE, 
‘THE CAPTAIN HAS NOW RISKED HER TO ENSURE OUR 
SURVIVAL . SHE'S IN GRAVE DANGER AND NEEOS HELP. 


T PROPOSE TO FLY A SEAFIRE AFTER HER. BUT 
NO ONE NEED COME WHO DOESN'T WANT TO. 


YOURE NOT LEAVING 
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MICHAEL FOUND DIFFICULTY IN TELLING 9 We SHAN'T BE ABLE TO 

ONE OF THEM ONE WHO HAD BEEN ‘ RISK A WORD OVER THE R/T. 

SLIGHTLY WOUNDED — TO HAND HIS. AND T WARN YOU THAT We MAY 

PLANE OVER TO HIM POSSIBLY NEVER FIND THE 
ae 


Hy : Some BEFORE OUR 
yf Be - PeTmoL RUNS OUT 











AND YOU BET TLL TELL 
THE OLD MAN ABOUT YOU. 
BE SEEING YOU, BERTIE, 
THEM WAS CLIMBING INTO THE "AND GOCD LUCK J 
SKY. MICHAEL TOOK OFF LAST. 











ABOUT. SEVENTY MINUTES 
LATER, THE SEAFIRES 
WERE FLYING WITHIN 
THE ESTIMATED CIRCLE. 


EVEN IF WE FIND.HER, 
FT-MAY BE TOO LATE f 
I've JUST LED TWENTY: 
FOUR PILOTS QUT.TO 

THEIR. DEATHS - 
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HEN, SUBDENLY, THERE WAS A CRACKLING [= 
NINE R/T, ANS A VOICE CAME THRGUGH [= 
QUITE CLEARLY. THEY ALL HEARD IT. “7 
EEE 

en 


BERTIE HERE, 
CHAPS / DON'T REPLY! 
WAVE. 








THEY ALU HEARD BERTIE GIVE THE POSITION. 1 MICHAEL SET A NEW COURSE AND 
THEY LOOKED OVER AT THEIR LEADER'S SEAFIRE— STARTED TO CLIMB. AT FIRST 
TO WATCH Hi! fe. WONDER WHY HE 
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THEY MANE SOTA 
BEND On HE Spr NOW. 
IF SO WE'LL FOLLOW THEM / 

THE ZEROS . FI SMALL IN ON THEIR BACKS. IT'S 
Saree aves Me seas eur 7. a iy 
SHE MachaeL eto iS We SS OA aS ae 
couse NN THE SUN. 2 MORE: MANOEUVRAGLE - 

ours "SOR ONE ADVANTAGE 
it 473 IS THE SPrT's SUPERIOR 

SPEED INTHE ONES 











WERE ALERTED AND E WAS, 
DESPERATELY SEARCHING THE SUN-BLINDING 


BETTER, HAD THEY KNOWN THAT 
NTY.FOUR OF THOSE WER | 
THE PURSUING SEAPIRES, HO 
DARED NOT GIVE AWAY THEIR: 
[PRESENCE . 
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ICHABLS HANDS WERE STICKY OW 
HE CONTROL COLUMN AS. H 
Say SROPSED THE NOSE OF 
TIE RE HAD LEFT 


SUICE 
ZEROS, THE SHIP 
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‘BUT MICHAEL WILLOWBY HAD TIMED 


THE ZEROS EXPLODED INTO BALLS OF 
WREATHING FIRE AS THE SEAFIRES 
GOT THEM IN THEIR SIGHTS. 


MOMENT THE SHIP'S CREW WERE 
STAGGERED BY THE SUDDEN DE: 
OF THE LEADING RANKS OF THEIR 





NOT A SINGLE BOMB HAD FALLEN ON OR NEAR THE 
SHIP. INSTEAD, A NUMBER OF WINGED SHAPES FLASHED 
ALONGSIDE , TWO OF THEM ONLY JUST CLEARING THE DECK | 





62 Strike Squadron 


‘SUB-LIEUTENANT DICK GLANVILLE RUSHED 
OVER TO THE BATTING POSITION-AND 

















Strike Squadron 








WAS A VONENIUS ROMECOMING “WHEN 
ICHAEL WILLOWBY REPORTED 

COMPASS PLATFORM, NE FOUND THE 

ICAPTAIN DEEPLY MOVED. 





of Strike Squadron 


THIRTY-SIX HOURS LATER THE /NSUPERABLE = 
STEAMED MAJESTICALLY INTO COLOMBO — 

DRESSED OVERALL. AS SHE ENTERED HARBOUR, 
WITH HER MARINE BAND PLAYING, SHE PASSED 

A BATTLESHIP NEWLY ARRIVED FROM ENGLAND, 












Bey 4 
Gee | BUT CAPTAIN RICHARD GLANVILLE D.S.0.) RN ‘ENVY 
= |For HER COMMANDER . HE KNEW NOW THAT HE WAS PROUD TO 
COMMAND THE MOST POTENT TYPE OF CAPITAL SHIP AFLOAT — 
THE CARRIER WHICH WAS INDEED /VSUPERABLE . 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 85—BREAK-THROUGH No. 87—COLOURS FLYING 









~*~ “eee Fe... 
A sudden German assault throws two A seaman’s love of his ship leads him 
infantrymen and the man they hate into a fantastic operation against a 
into the thick of the fighting and before mighty enemy warship—and all the 
long, he holds their very lives in his while, a traitor awaits his chance of 
hands. sabotage. 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 86—FIELD OF VALOUR 


Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 

March 6th, are :— 
No, 88—CLASH OF STEEL No. 90—FIVE SECONDS TO LIVE 
No. 89—BLITZKRIEG No. 9I—THE BAYONET JUNGLE 

















NEW! On Sale Monday 20th February 
BATTLE PicTURE LIBRARY 


died— i 
one remnoter I wee was pad! 


TWO Dramatic Issues Every Month 





